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PODD:  Pragmatic Organization Dynamic Display
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Developing Communication Skills for Children Who Face Severe Physical and Multiple Challenges: Partner-Assisted Communication with PODD
Date & Time:  October 26, 2009 (8:00 am – 4:00 pm)
Location:  N I U, 1120 East Diehl Road, Naperville, IL  60563 (Rooms 101 A, B, C))
Presenter:  Linda Burkhart, Technology Integration Specialist/Private Consultant
Overview:  Children who face severe physical, multiple & communication challenges often struggle with trying to juggle the challenges of motor coordination, sensory processing, communication, language, vision & cognition needed to effectively communicate what they are thinking. Where do you start?  How do you tap into the child’s communicative intent? How do you provide a comprehensive adapted communication learning environment for children who face such significant challenges?  This presentation will demonstrate the use of a variety of “Light Tech” partner-assisted communication books & strategies that can help give a child a means of interactive communication.  Organization of vocabulary, by pragmatic intent (PODD) based upon the work of Gayle Porter (Melbourne, Australia) will be discussed.  Strategies for children who have cortical visual impairment will also be shared.
Participants will:


*Discuss the characteristics of children who have cortical vision impairment & describe effective
                  strategies for helping these children develop vision & communication skills.
 
*Discuss the concept of pragmatic organization of vocabulary & give examples of pragmatic intents.


*Describe “smart partner” strategies & the rationale for modeling the use of the light tech system for the 

                development of receptive language.

 
*Describe how partner-assisted communication systems can help students communicate while still

               working on developing motor access skills.

About the Presenter:  Linda Burkhart is a well-known teacher and leader in the field of assistive technology, adaptive play, & augmentative communication for children who face significant disabilities.  She has conducted workshops & presentations nationally & internationally since 1982. Linda has also developed many publications & software to be used in these areas.

Registration:  This workshop is offered for a nominal fee of $75.00 to DuPage Districts 20, 25, 33, 34, 45, 48, 58, 60, 63, 66, 68, 88, 94, 99, 180, 201, 202 & 205 and to all SASED certified staff currently working in a full-time certified position.  Checks should be made payable to SASED and mailed to the Attention of Lynne Mennel, SASED, 6S331 Cornwall Road, Naperville, IL 60540.  Also, for your convenience, there is a drop box located outside the front door.  Registration fees must be received no later than October 16, 2009 to confirm registration. 

All registrations must be completed on-line at www.sased.org.  Registration opens September 14th and closes October 12th.  If the class reaches maximum capacity a waitlist will be generated.  All notifications will be made via email.  
Lunch:  Lunch will be provided. 
CPDU, CEU & Certificates of Attendance will be available upon completion of the workshop evaluation.  Participants must attend the entirety of the workshop to receive a CPDU, CEU or a Certificate of Attendance.
If you have any questions, please call Jennifer Volpe, 630-916-4812, Sue Wisniewski, 630-620-9479 or Lynne Mennel, 630-548-7118.
