


	Short Description of Reading Resources- Middle and High Schools

(Published Instructional Programs, Software, and Interventions) 

Note: This list is NOT a statement of endorsement, nor an exhaustive list of reading resources. 


Academy of Reading

The Academy of Reading is a comprehensive literacy intervention software tool designed to supplement a core reading program. It is designed to help struggling readers in grades K-12. The best match is for students that are deficit in phonemic awareness and decoding skills. Training is highly recommended. Publisher’s website: http://www.autoskill.com/products/reading/index.php
Accelerated Reader

Accelerated Reader is a computer-based management and motivational system designed to complement existing classroom literacy programs for students in grades K-12. Accelerated Reader does not provide reading instruction. Its purpose is to help motivate students to read more books at an appropriate level of difficulty by using a point system tied to individual goals.  Publisher’s website: http://www.renlearn.com/ar/
Basic Skills Builders

Basic Skills Builders are designed to build and maintain fluency in basic skills. Meets the needs of students in grades PreK-12 who require additional practice in basic reading skills at the sound, word, and connected text level. Includes Skills Builder sheets linked with one-minute practice exercises. Publisher’s website: http://www.sopriswest.com
Collaborative Strategic Reading

Collaborative Strategic Reading is a procedure for teaching comprehension skills to students with varied ability levels within the classroom. A set of four specific reading comprehension strategies are combined with cooperative learning groups or paired learning to help students improve their comprehension of narrative and expository text. These include:  (1) Preview - Before reading, students brainstorm prior knowledge and predict what will be learned; (2) Click and Clunk - Students identify words or word parts that were hard to understand (called "clunks"). A sequence of "fix-up strategies" is used to decode the "clunk;” (3) Get the gist - Students learn to ask themselves: What is the most important person, place, or thing? What is the most important idea about the person, place or thing?; and (4) Wrap up - After reading, students construct their own questions to check for understanding of the passage, answer the questions, and summarize what has been learned. Publisher’s website: http://www.sopriswest.com
Concept Oriented Reading Instruction (CORI)

Concept-Oriented Reading Instruction (CORI) is a program designed to incorporate reading strategy instruction and inquiry science in interesting and unique ways for students. The goals of CORI are to increase students' reading comprehension, reading motivation, and science knowledge. The CORI program equips participating teachers with the skills to accomplish these classroom goals through interactive professional development workshops and established CORI guidelines. Website: http://www.cori.umd.edu/
Corrective Reading  (Decoding Levels A, B1, B2, C/Comprehension Levels B1, B2)

Corrective Reading is a comprehensive reading intervention program designed for students in grades 4-12. It targets students who are reading one or more years below grade level. The decoding strand is appropriate for students that have trouble identifying words, understanding how the arrangement of letters in a word relate to its pronunciation, and whose reading rate is inefficient. The comprehension strand is suitable for students that have limited vocabulary, narrow background knowledge, and inadequate thinking skills. Publisher’s website: http://www.sraonline.com/
Great Leaps

Great Leaps is designed to be a supplementary fluency-building program to be used in conjunction with a teacher’s core curriculum. Teachers, paraprofessionals, or volunteers can administer the lessons in a one-to-one format in 5-7 minute daily practice sessions. Students read three timed readings under the headings of phonics, sight phrases, and stories. See Fluency Instructional Matrix below for additional information. Publisher’s website: http://www.greatleaps.com/
KU Paraphrasing Strategy

The Paraphrasing Strategy is a learning strategy designed to help students focus on the most important information in a passage. Students read short passages of materials, identify the main idea and details, and rephrase the content in their own words. Author website: http://www.ku-crl.org/sim/lscurriculum.html
KU Self-Questioning Strategy

The Self-Questioning Strategy is a learning strategy designed to help students create their own motivation for reading. Students create questions in their minds, predict the answers to those questions, search for the answers to those questions as they read, and paraphrase the answers to themselves. Author website: http://www.ku-crl.org/sim/lscurriculum.html
KU Visual Imagery Strategy

The Visual Imagery Strategy is a reading comprehension strategy for creating mental movies of narrative passages. Students visualize the scenery, characters, and action and describe the scenes to themselves. Author website: http://www.ku-crl.org/sim/lscurriculum.html
KU Word Identification Strategy

The Word Identification Strategy is a learning strategy that provides a functional and efficient strategy to help challenged readers successfully decode and identify unknown words in their reading materials. The strategy is based on the premise that most words in the English language can be pronounced by identifying prefixes, suffixes, and stems and by following three short syllabication rules. Author website: http://www.ku-crl.org/sim/lscurriculum.html
Megawords Multisyllabic Words for Reading, Spelling, and Vocabulary
The  Megawords series offers a systematic, multisensory approach to learning the longer words encountered from fourth grade on. Word lists build sequentially on phonic and structural elements. Some skills addressed include prefixes, suffixes, vowel and consonant variations, r-controlled vowels, and digraphs. Words are broken down into syllables that are then combined into whole words that are used in context to increase reading and spelling proficiency. The workbooks teach students word attack strategies that they can apply to sounding out unfamiliar multisyllabic words and the varied exercises take a multisensory approach, calling on students to read, write, and say the words in which they are working. Teacher’s Guides and an assessment test to determine skill mastery and placement within the series are included. Publisher’s website: http://www.epsbooks.com/ 

Project CRISS 

Project CRISS (CReating Independence through Student-owned Strategies) is designed to help all students read, write, and learn more effectively. Students learn to become strategic when teachers teach the process of learning directly through explanation, modeling, and reflection. Project CRISS fits into the existing curriculum; it requires 12-24 hours of professional development. For more information: http://www.projectcriss.com/, National Diffusion Network (http://www.ed.gov/pubs/EPTW/eptw10/eptw10e.html)

QuickReads 

QuickReads is a supplemental fluency-building program comprised of short texts designed to be read quickly and with meaning. The QuickReads program consists of three levels: B, C, and D (roughly equivalent to Grades 2, 3, and 4, respectively). Each level contains three books, and each book contains 30 texts (90 texts per level). These texts support automaticity with the high-frequency words and phonics/syllabic patterns needed to be a successful reader at a particular grade level. Additionally, with topics in two subject areas, social studies and science, texts in the QuickReads program introduce new vocabulary and encourage meaning and comprehension. There is a prescribed lesson format, consisting of three readings of the same passage within an instructional period of approximately 15 minutes. See Fluency Instructional Matrix below for additional information. Publisher’s website: http://www.quickreads.org/
Read 180 

Read 180 is a multi-component intervention for use with elementary, middle school, and high school students. A daily lesson begins with the teacher providing systematic instruction in reading, writing, and vocabulary to the whole class. Then, small-group instruction occurs so that individual needs can be met. Students use the Software independently, providing them with intensive, individualized skills practice. Students build reading comprehension skills through modeled and independent reading of the READ 180 Paperbacks and Audiobooks. The session ends with 10 more minutes of Whole-Group Instruction. Publisher’s website: http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/read180/
Read Naturally

Read Naturally is a supplemental fluency program designed to develop the skills necessary for fluent and effortless reading: speed, accuracy, and proper expression. Three strategies that figure prominently in the program are reading along with a fluent model, individual repeated reading of the same passage at the student’s reading level, and progress monitoring. See Fluency Instructional Matrix below for additional information. Publisher’s website: http://www.readnaturally.com/
Reading in the Content Areas (Levels A-D) 

Reading in the Content Areas targets middle and high school students. The program teaches reading strategies to guide students in comprehending informational text in the four major content areas of language arts, social studies, science, and mathematics. Publisher’s website: http://www.pearsonlearning.com/globefearon/newprod/readCntArea.cfm
Reading Success: Foundations, Levels A-C

Reading Success (Foundations, Levels A-C) is a reading comprehension program designed as a supplement to the core reading program. The programs include 60-80 lessons and can be taught daily, or three times a week, for 15-25 minutes. It is designed for students of any age who decode at a third-grade level or higher (Foundations), fourth-grade or higher (Level A), fifth-grade level or higher (Level B), or sixth-grade level or higher (Level C) and who need help mastering comprehension skills and strategies. Lessons include explicit strategy instruction, scaffolding, and systematic review. Examples of skills and strategies taught include question generation, identifying a passage’s main idea, identifying the different parts of a story, determining the meaning of a word from context, paraphrasing sentences and phrases, and drawing inferences and making predictions. Publisher’s website: http://www.classicallearning.com/
REWARDS Secondary Level (Original Program) 
REWARDS Secondary Level is an intense, short-duration intervention program designed for struggling readers in grades 6-12 and students who read on-level in grades 4-5. The primary focus of REWARDS is to teach students a flexible strategy for decoding long words and to increase oral and silent reading fluency, particularly in content-area passages. It explicitly teaches decoding and fluency with an integrated approach. REWARDS teaches struggling readers to break words containing two to eight parts into manageable, decodable "chunks"; accurately read more multisyllabic words in sentences and content-area textbooks; read content-area passages accurately and fluently; enhance oral and silent reading fluency; improve comprehension as accuracy and fluency increase; and gain greater confidence in their reading ability. Publisher’s website: http://www.sopriswest.com/
REWARDS Intermediate Level
REWARDS Intermediate Level was designed for students in grades 4, 5 and 6 who read at or above a 2.5 grade level and have difficulty reading long words. Based on the original REWARDS program, REWARDS Intermediate Level is a reading intervention program designed to teach intermediate students (grades 4-6) a flexible strategy for decoding long words and to increase their oral and silent reading fluency. Like the original program, REWARDS Intermediate Level teaches students to breaks words into manageable, decodable chunks; read long words in content-area textbooks; read accurately, quickly and with confidence; increase oral and silent reading fluency; and improve comprehension as decoding and fluency increases. Publisher’s website: http://www.sopriswest.com/
REWARDS Plus: Social Studies and REWARDS Plus: Science

REWARDS Plus: Social Studies and REWARDS Plus: Science builds on the decoding and fluency strategies taught in REWARDS and provides additional lessons and strategies for increasing vocabulary, comprehension, test-taking, and writing skills in the content area of social studies. Publisher’s website: http://www.sopriswest.com/
Second Chance Reading

Second Chance (Grades 6-12) is professional development for teachers in secondary schools. Second Chance is designed for teachers of language arts, reading, other content areas, ESL, resource or special education. The goal is to promote best classroom practices for reading and writing. In addition, the Second Chance framework includes an emphasis on the needs of the struggling reader and the importance of balancing phonological skills with the direct instruction of comprehension. The framework elements are adjusted to focus on the needs in secondary content classrooms. Reading aloud and shared reading are used to expand concept development and model language structure. Direct reading instruction includes successful methods modified for the secondary level including small group reading, reciprocal teaching and literature circles/book clubs. Independent reading is incorporated for extended practice and increased attention is given to comprehension, fluency, higher-order thinking skills, and motivation. Direct instruction in writing is focused on the accurate construction of text and effective spelling for on-demand writing tasks. Independent writing encourages creativity and expression and the ability to write for different genres and purposes. The framework also incorporates oral presentation that formalizes the process of sharing ideas and reporting information. Professional Development website: http://www.cell-exll.com/index.htm
The Six-Minute Solution: A Reading Fluency Program

The Six-Minute Solution: A Reading Fluency Program is a supplemental program designed to increase students’ reading fluency in just six minutes a day. In same-level pairs, students reread one-minute informational passages as their partners count the number of words read correctly—an effective peer-monitoring and feedback system that keeps students motivated and on task. Includes 160 nonfiction passages (20 for each grade level), assessment records and tools, reproducible charts, and high-frequency word lists. See Fluency Instructional Matrix below for additional information. Publisher’s website: http://www.sopriswest.com/
Vocabulary Through Morphemes 
Vocabulary Through Morphemes contains three essential elements—suffixes, prefixes, and roots—to help students build vocabulary. Detailed lesson plans provide structured and systematic instruction that helps students grasp new words and their meanings with ease and confidence. Each lesson can be taught in only 20 minutes. Publisher’s website: http://www.sopriswest.com/
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