[image: image1.wmf]RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION

(RtI)

IS THE PROCESS WE USE 

TO HELP ALL STUDENTS AT SPRING AVENUE SCHOOL

IT’S PART OF THE SCHOOL LAW NOW!

CONCEPTS 

“Response to Intervention” refers to a process that emphasizes how well students respond to changes in instruction.  The essential elements of an RtI approach are: 

· High quality, research-based instruction and behavioral support in general education.

· Universal (school-wide or district-wide) screening of academic and behavior in order to determine which students need closer monitoring or additional interventions.

· Multiple tiers of increasingly intense scientific, research-based interventions that are matched to student need.

· Use of a collaborative grade-level team approach by school staff for development, implementation, and monitoring of the intervention process.

· Continuous monitoring of student progress during the interventions, using objective information to determine if students are meeting goals.

· Follow-up measures providing information that the intervention was implemented as intended and with appropriate consistency.
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Response to Intervention (RtI) is an array of procedures that can be used to determine if and how students respond to specific changes in instruction.  RtI provides an improved process and structure for school teams in designing, implementing, and evaluating educational interventions.

Universal Screening is a step taken by school personnel early in the school year to determine which students are “at risk” for not meeting grade level standards.  Universal screening is accomplished by administering an academic screening measures (such as oral reading fluency) to all students in a given grade level.  Those students whose test scores fall below a certain cut-off are identified as needing more specialized academic interventions.  

Student Progress Monitoring is a scientifically based practice that is used to frequently assess students’ academic performance and evaluate the effectiveness of instruction.  Progress monitoring procedures can be used with individual students or an entire class.

Scientific, Research-Based Instruction refers to specific curriculum and educational interventions that have been proven to be effective- that is, the research has been reported in scientific, peer-reviewed journals.  Scientific, Research-Based instruction and interventions focus on the 5 big areas of reading (phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension) as identified by the National Reading Panel.  

Parts of this document taken from: ‘Response to Intervention (RtI): A Primer for Parents’, National Association for School Psychologists.












